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We acknowledge and honor the Cherokee upon whose ancestral homelands we  
gather for worship, as well as our Indigenous siblings who have cared for and 

continue to care for this land and call it their home.  

  

 Welcome! We are grateful you are here today. If you are  
 visiting, please fill out a Connection Card and place it in  
 the offering plate, or scan the QR code to the right. We  
 also invite prayer requests from visitors and members  
 alike using the Connection Cards or this code.  

This liturgy sets many of the texts to familiar hymn tunes. The sources are:  
 

“Kyrie,” page 4: text from ELW Setting 10. Tune by Johann G. Naegeli  
(1773-1836), commonly used with “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”  

 
“Gloria,” page 5: text from ELW Setting 10. Tune by Ludwig van Beethoven 

(1770-1827), commonly used with “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 
 

“Alleluia,” page 6: text from ELW Setting 10. Tune by Joachim Neander  
(1650-1680), commonly used with “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” 

 
“Sanctus,” page 10: text by Timothy Smith (b. 1960), adapt. Tune by Jakob 

Hintze (1622-1702), arranged by J.S. Bach (1685-1750), commonly used  
with “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 

 
“Agnus Dei,” page 12: text from ELW Setting 10. Tune attributed to Lucius  

Chapin (1760-1842), commonly used with “Where Charity and Love Prevail” 

Images, liturgical texts, and music from sundaysandseasons.com.  
© 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission  

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26951. 
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Welcome and Worship Announcements 

 

Prelude   

 

Invocation 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 Amen. 
 
Confession, and Forgiveness 
 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination 

 
 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
 We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
 by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
 We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight  
 in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
 Amen. 
 
 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
 and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister 
 of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you  
 the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,  
 and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
 Amen. 
 
Greeting  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 And also with you.  
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Kyrie Eleison  “Lord, Have Mercy” 

 

 

Gloria  “Glory to God” 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

First Reading 
 

Readings and psalms are on pages 14-19 of this booklet 
 

Psalm  
 

Second Reading 
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Gospel Acclamation  “Alleluia” 

Gospel 

 The Holy Gospel according to ________. 
 Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

at the conclusion of the reading:  
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Sermon  

Silence for reflection follows the sermon  
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Hymns are in the red books in the pew racks,  
and are listed by date in this bulletin: 

 

Hymn of the Day  7/19: 693, 7/26: 775, 8/2: 515 

     8/9: 755, 8/16: 650, 8/23: 654 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

 Lord, in your mercy,  
 hear our prayer.  
Peace 
 

Offering 
Your gifts to St. Mark's Lutheran Church make this ministry  
in the name of Christ  possible! Thank you for your support.  
To give online, please visit stmarkslutheran.net and click  
"give,” or scan the code to the right.    
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Offertory Response  “As Saints of Old” 
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Offering Prayer 

 Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first  
 given us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
 love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,  
 Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 Amen 
 

Dialogue 

 
Proper Preface 
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
 and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus  “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
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Words of Institution 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
 and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer is sung or said 
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Agnus Dei  “Lamb of God” 

Invitation to Communion 

 The gifts of God for the people of God.   
 Thanks be to God.    
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Communion Hymns   7/19: 733, 642, 7/26: 471, 472 

     8/2: 658, 616, 8/9: 785, 528 

     8/16: 612, 472, 8/23: 763, 642 

 

Communion Blessing 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
 Amen.  
 
Prayer after Communion 

 Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord,  
 and unite the wills of those whom you have fed  
 with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen 
 

Benediction 

 Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  
 bless you now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn  7/19: 663, 7/26: 705 

     8/2: 712, 8/9: 756 

     8/16: 434, 8/23: 596 

 

Announcements and Dismissal 
 Go in peace; remember the poor.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  
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8th Sunday after Pentecost · July 19, 2026 
 

First Reading  Isaiah 44:6-8  Pew Bible page 521 
 
Psalm 86:11-17   Congregation sings bold stanzas 

 11Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk | in your truth;  
     knit my heart to you that I may | fear your Name. 
 12I will thank you, O LORD my God, with | all my heart,  
     and glorify your Name for | evermore. 
 13For great is your | love toward me;  
     you have delivered me from the neth- | ermost Pit. 
 14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band  
     of violent men | seeks my life;  
     they have not set you be- | fore their eyes. 
 15But you, O LORD, are gracious and full | of compassion,  
     slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth. 
 16Turn to me and have mer- | cy upon me;  
     give your strength to your servant; and save the  
     child | of your handmaid. 
 17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may  
     see it and | be ashamed;  
     because you, O LORD, have helped me and com- | forted me. 
 
Second Reading Romans 8:12-25  Pew Bible page 120 
 

Service continues with the Gospel Acclamation on page 5 
 
Gospel Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43  Pew Bible page 11  
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9th Sunday after Pentecost · July 26, 2026 
 

First Reading 1 Kings 3:5-12  Pew Bible page  
 
Psalm 119:129-136   Sung by all 
 129Your decrees are | wonderful;  
     therefore I obey them with | all my heart. 
 130When your word goes forth | it gives light;  
     it gives understanding | to the simple. 
 131I open my | mouth and pant;  
     I long for | your commandments. 
 132Turn to | me in mercy,  
     as you always do to those who | love your Name. 
 133Steady my footsteps | in your word;  
     let no iniquity have dominion | over me. 
 134Rescue me from those | who oppress me,  
     and I will keep | your commandments. 
 135Let your countenance shine up- | on your servant  
     and teach | me your statutes. 
 136My eyes shed | streams of tears,  
     because people do not | keep your law. 
 
Second Reading Romans 8:26-39  Pew Bible page 121 
 

Service continues with the Gospel Acclamation on page 5 
 

Gospel Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52  Pew Bible page 11 
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10th Sunday after Pentecost · August 2, 2026 
 

First Reading Isaiah 55:1-5  Pew Bible page 531 
 
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21   Congregation sings bold stanzas 
 8The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion,  
    slow to anger and | of great kindness. 
 9The Lord is lov- | ing to everyone  
     and his compassion is over | all his works. 
 14The Lord is faithful in | all his words  
     and merciful in | all his deeds. 
 15The Lord upholds all | those who fall;  
     he lifts up those who | are bowed down. 
 16The eyes of all wait upon | you, O Lord,  
     and you give them their food | in due season. 
 17You open | wide your hand  
     and satisfy the needs of every | living creature. 
 18The Lord is righteous in | all his ways  
     and loving in | all his works. 
 19The Lord is near to those who | call upon him,  
     to all who call upon him | faithfully. 
 20He fulfills the desire of | those who fear him;  
     he hears their | cry and helps them. 
 21The Lord preserves all | those who love him,  
     but he destroys | all the wicked. 
 
Second Reading Romans 9:1-5  Pew Bible page 121 
 

Service continues with the Gospel Acclamation on page 5 
 

Gospel Matthew 14:13-21  Pew Bible page 12 
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11th Sunday after Pentecost · August 9, 2026 
 

First Reading 1 Kings 19:9-18  Pew Bible page  
 

Psalm 85:8-13   Sung by all 
 8I will listen to what the Lord | God is saying,  
     for he is speaking peace to his faithful people, and to those who  
     turn their | hearts to him. 
 9Truly, his salvation is very near to | those who fear him,  
     that his glory may dwell | in our land. 
 10Mercy and truth have | met together;  
     righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 
 11Truth shall spring up | from the earth,  
     and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
 12The Lord will indeed | grant prosperity,  
     and our land will | yield its increase. 
 13Righteousness shall | go before him,  
     and peace shall be a pathway | for his feet. 
 
Second Reading Romans 10:5-15  Pew Bible page 122 
 

Service continues with the Gospel Acclamation on page 5 
 

Gospel Matthew 14:22-33  Pew Bible page 12 
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12th Sunday after Pentecost, August 16, 2026 
 

First Reading Isaiah 56:1, 6-8  Pew Bible page 531 
 
Psalm 67   Sung by all 
 1May God be merciful to | us and bless us,  
    show us the light of his countenance and | come to us. 
 2Let your ways be known | upon earth,  
    your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
 3Let the peoples praise | you, O God;  
    let all the | peoples praise you. 
 4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy,  
     for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations | upon earth. 
 5Let the peoples praise | you, O God;  
     let all the | peoples praise you. 
 6The earth has brought | forth her increase;  
     may God, our own God, give | us his blessing. 
 7May God give | us his blessing,  
     and may all the ends of the earth stand in | awe of him. 
 
Second Reading Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  Pew Bible page 122 
 

Service continues with the Gospel Acclamation on page 5 
 

Gospel Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28  Pew Bible page 13 
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13th Sunday after Pentecost, August 23, 2026 
 

First Reading Isaiah 51:1-6  Pew Bible page 528 
 
Psalm 138   Congregation sings bold stanzas 
 1I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with | my whole heart;  
  before the gods I will | sing your praise.   
 2I will bow down toward your holy temple and | praise your Name,  
     because of your love and | faithfulness; 
 3For you have glori- | fied your Name  
  and your word a- | bove all things.   
 4When I called, you | answered me;  
  you increased my | strength within me.   
 5All the kings of the earth will praise | you, O Lord,  
  when they have heard the words | of your mouth.   
 6They will sing of the ways | of the Lord, * 
  that great is the glory | of the Lord.   
 7Though the Lord be high, he cares | for the lowly;  
  he perceives the haughty | from afar.   
 8Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;  
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my  
    enemies; your right | hand shall save me.   
 9The Lord will make good his pur- | pose for me;  
  O Lord, your love endures for ever; do not 
    abandon the works | of your hands. 
 
Second Reading Romans 12:1-8  Pew Bible page 123 
 

Service continues with the Gospel Acclamation on page 5 
 

Gospel Matthew 16:13-20  Pew Bible page 14 



St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
10 North Liberty Street ∙ Asheville, North Carolina 28801 

(828) 253-0043 ∙ www.stmarkslutheran.net 
 

Office Hours 
Monday through Friday: 8:30am to 2:30pm 

 
Ministers 

The People of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Staff 
Interim Pastor: The Reverend Tim Canniff-Kuhn 

pastortim@stmarkslutheran.net 
 

Pastor: The Reverend Matt Smith 
pastormatt@stmarkslutheran.net 

 
Director of Discipleship and Faith Formation: Vicar Katie Rivers 

vicarkatie@stmarkslutheran.net 
 

Cantor: David Anderson 
cantordavid@stmarklutheran.net 

 
Parish Administrator: Danielle Barker 

admin@stmarkslutheran.net 
 

Facilities Manager: Steve Henry 
facilities@stmarkslutheran.net 

 
Pastor of Caring Ministries: The Reverend Linda McHenry 

pastorlinda@stmarkslutheran.net 


