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June 2026 

 A Candidacy Update from Vicar Katie 

 

In May I had my Theological Review Panel to determine what 

the NC Candidacy Committee would require of me to become 

a pastor. The panel decided that my only requirement would 

be a six month internship, to be served at St. Mark’s. On 

Monday, May 11, St. Mark’s Council voted to approve this 

internship, and on May 24 we installed me as “Vicar Katie” at 

St. Mark’s. 

 
The NC Synod has appointed Rev. Rosemary Peek to serve as my supervisor and mentor during 

this process. I have also formed an Internship Committee that will provide support, guidance, and 

evaluation throughout the next six months.  

 

Mary Brady   Tom Beacham 

Barbara Ulrichs  Henry Ulrichs 

Susan Whisler  George Hahn 

Jenny Simmons  Ken Lane 

 

Upon the completion of my internship I will be able to meet with the Candidacy Committee for 

Approval in November, which is the final step in the process. I will then be eligible for ordination 

to Word and Sacrament Ministry and a call to be a pastor in the ELCA.  

 

I will continue in my current call and responsibilities throughout the internship, while also taking 

on additional preaching opportunities and completing a project to fulfill the internship 

requirements.  

 

I am thankful for the opportunity to continue serving alongside you in this new role, and I am 

excited for the work God still has for us to do. 

 

            -Vicar Katie 
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Faith Formation - Sunday’s @ 9:45am 
CELEBRATING THE SAINTS Join Vicar Katie in the Library June 7–21 as we celebrate the saints 

of the Church throughout the ages. Together, we will explore the lives and stories of saints and 

mystics from a variety of time periods, cultures, ethnicities, and Christian traditions. 

Through their witness and faithfulness, these holy people continue to inspire and encourage us in 

our own walk with Christ. Whether well-known or lesser-known, each saint offers a unique 

perspective on prayer, justice, service, compassion, and discipleship. Come learn, reflect, and be 

inspired as we discover how God has worked through ordinary people in extraordinary ways 

throughout the history of the Church.  

Children Faith Formation & Sunday School will take a Summer break! 

Listening Sessions Planned for the  
Future of Faith Formation at St. Mark’s 

 

After nearly twelve years of faithful service as Director of Discipleship and Faith Formation, former 

Deacon Katie—now Vicar Katie—is completing her pastoral internship and preparing for 

ordination. While a specific timeline has not yet been determined, we know that her role at St. 

Mark’s Lutheran Church will conclude in the near future. 
 

As St. Mark’s begins discerning what comes next for discipleship and faith formation ministries, a 

listening team has been formed to gather input from the congregation. At the request of church 

leadership, Eve Kindley has assembled a team that will host a series of listening sessions designed 

to hear and record feedback from members of the congregation. 
 

The team has been charged with convening at least three listening sessions by August. Feedback 

gathered during these conversations will help guide the church’s discernment process regarding 

future faith formation and discipleship programming, as well as other ministry and leadership 

needs, after Vicar Katie transitions into pastoral ministry. All sessions will take place during the 

faith formation hour between services and will begin at 9:45 a.m. 
 

Listening Session Schedule 
 

Sunday, May 31 — Youth and families 

Sunday, June 21 — Adult faith formation participants and Lenten small group attendees 

Sunday, June 28 — General congregation 
 

Members of the listening team include Erin Bonawitz-Roe, Cat Slater, Bob Schiller, Jen Schiller, and 

Eve Kindley. Team members will facilitate discussion, gather feedback, and identify themes that 

emerge from each session. This information will later be shared with a discernment team this fall to 

help determine next steps for St. Mark’s. 
 

All members of the congregation are encouraged to attend one of these sessions and share their 

thoughts. If you are unable to make any of the sessions, please reach out to a member of the 

listening team to share your thoughts. Your voice and perspective are important as we prayerfully 

consider the future of faith formation at St. Mark’s. 
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Lutheridge Needs Help! Saturday, June 20 
 

Pastors Sara and Drew Yoos (Lutheridge program directors 

and members of St. Marks) just learned that, because of the 

construction schedule and inspection process, the new 

camper cabins (constructed with gifts from Lutheridge 75th 

Birthday appeal) won't be ready for the start of the summer 

program.  They are looking for a group of volunteers to come 

to camp to assemble and place new bunks in the cabins, so 

they may be used quickly after their final inspection. Pastor 

Drew will have a better idea of the time of day a little later.  

 

Please email Pastor Drew at dyoos@novusway.org if you can help! 

Coming Soon!  

New Accessible Door in the Welcome Center! 
St. Mark's welcomes hundreds of people through our doors each week for 

worship, ministry team meetings, child care, recovery groups, events, and so 

much more. As part of our commitment to providing a welcoming and 

accessible environment, we will soon be installing a push-button entry door 

in the Welcome Center. This addition will help ensure that a heavy door is 

not a barrier to entering the building and participating in the life of our 

community. 

Lose Another Loan Update 
 

The highest interest rate loan has been paid off!  Thank you to everyone who participated in the 

campaign.  We expect a few more pledge payments and will use them to reduce our other 

loan.  Since the other loan must be refinanced by the end of December 2026, all additional payments 

should make it easier to refinance the loan at that time.  Thanks be to God we have been so fortu-

nate and blessed. 

 

Tom Biltz (treasurer) on behalf of the Church Council 

mailto:dyoos@novusway.org
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Dignified Donations for LSC & ABCCM 
WHAT IS A DIGNIFIED DONATION? 

A dignified donation is an item that is new or very gently used and in the same condition you 

would feel proud giving to a close friend or family member.  It is clean, fully functional, and free 

from stains, tears, excessive wear, missing pieces, or damage. 

When we give items that are in excellent condition, we are not simply meeting a physical need;   we 

are communicating respect, care, and welcome.  Many of the individuals and families we serve are 

starting over in a completely new place.   Receiving high-quality items helps them feel valued, 

confident, and treated with dignity rather than charity. 

 

A GOOD GUIDELINE FOR DONATIONS: 

If you would hesitate to give it to someone you love, it is not a dignified donation. 

If you would feel proud to pass it along, it is exactly the kind of gift that honors the people we 

serve! 

Submitted by Lara Hollaway of Lutheran Services Carolinas.   She says: YOU ARE AMAZING!   

Thank you for all you do, and for the way you are showing love and welcome! 
 

 

 

ABCCM IMMEDIATE NEEDS: 

Large bottles of Shampoo, and Body Wash. Seasonal Men's 

clothing. Please place these items in the bins by the playground 

doors 

Thrivent Choice Dollars - Program Changes  

If you have an eligible Thrivent policy, you will be receiving a notice from Thrivent about some 

changes to the program, which should make your designation simpler. A reminder:  If you des-

ignate St Marks as the program that you want for your Choice Dollars, all those dollars will be 

spent on St Mark's outreach projects.  If you want to designate your Choice Dollars for some 

agency other than St Marks, then please request Thrivent to send your Choice Dollars directly to 

that agency, not to St Marks.  Previously, we have forwarded your dollars to your program 

choice. Our Church Council decided that all Choice Dollars we receive will be placed in an ac-

count that the CAT (Christian Action Team) uses for supporting our  outreach projects. Talk to 

Daniel Dudde if you have a question about this. 
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Womansong at St. Mark’s!   

Come see Asheville’s longest-running women’s chorus at St. Mark’s Lutheran as they 

sing for joy, social justice, and community.  Their concert, titled "Where the Hope 

Comes From," features songs about hope and previews 

their upcoming performance in Chicago at the Sister Singers Network festival this 

summer.  Listen, sing along, sign along, and leave feeling uplifted and in-

spired!  This concert is free and open to the public.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations will be accepted for the New Start Fund which provides a hand up to 

women in Western North Carolina who are starting on a new path to self-sufficiency 

and a brighter future. 
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St. Mark's members Bruce and Cheryl Atkins and Sharon Godfrey  

when they joined the Sarwari family for lunch last month. 
 

Gift Cards for Groceries: A call for help for the Sarwari Family 
 

Back in 2024 St. Mark’s provided a Circle of Welcome to the Sarwari family. The Sarwaris lived in 

Kabul, Afghanistan; when they fled the Taliban, they were evacuated to an American military 

base. After a two year vetting process they were able to enter the United States, and first came to 

Asheville. The family of five (Safiullah and Lida and their three children) are back in Asheville 

after a short time in Virginia. St. Mark’s is looking forward to supporting them as they make a 

new life here in North Carolina.  
 

While Safiullah has been able to find work, it is barely enough to make ends meet. The family 

found out recently that due to policy changes, they will be losing their SNAP benefits at the end of 

the Summer. This means that they will not receive the $750 a month they had been depending on 

to help feed their family of five.  
 

While we cannot replace the SNAP benefit on an ongoing basis, we know that we can help. To 

make sure the family has money for groceries, we will be collecting Ingles and Walmart gift cards 

through the month of June to give to the Sarwari family to help them during this difficult time. 

Please place gift cards in the box marked “Sarwari Family Gift Cards” in the Commons by July 5.  

If you have any questions about the Sarwari family, or would like to be more involved, St. Mark’s 

members Bruce and Cheryl Atkins and Sharon Godfrey would be happy to talk to you about 

different opportunities!  
 

*The family is also in need of a sofa and love seat if you are looking to rehome a set. Contact the 

church office for more information 
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Caring for God’s Creation: May Solar Report (as of 5.27.26) 

April Financial Report 

Below you will find April 2026 financial report for the Operating Fund.  

Thank you for your continued contributions. 

 

 

 

General Fund 

 April 2026 Year To Date (as of 4.30.26)  

 Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Giving 68,528 48,700 240,866 584,398 

Expenditures 48,249 48,700 190,660 584,398 

Surplus (Loss) 20,278  50,206  

May 14th was the highest 

producing day at 164.34KWh 
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June Birthdays 
 

June 2  Jim Streilein,  

   Matthew Smith  

June 4  Neil Short 

June 6  Jasper Pawelek 

June 8  Cindi Fridd 

June 11  Karin Doss,  

  Sharon Tenty 

June 12  Christopher Silver,  

  Jenny Simmons,  

June 13  Gene McIntire 

June 14  Walter Hitch,  

  Barrett Stone,  

  Claire Niedenthal,  

  Ruth Smith 

June 15  James Aydelotte 

   Gina Linton 

June  17  Tim Galvin,  

   Nicholas Mueller 

June 19  Iona Gilbert 

June 20  Judith Taylor 

June 23  Karen Longhouser,  

   Meredith McLaughlin,  

   Andrea Colburn,  

   Jennifer Brocious 

June 27  Donna Davis,  

   Patricia Atkins 

June 30  Robert Taylor 

Sunday Calendar 
 

June 7                     Second Sunday after Pentecost 

 8:30am   Worship 

 9:45am  Faith Formation 

 11:00am  Worship 

 

June 14            Third Sunday after Pentecost 

 8:30am   Worship 

 9:45am  Faith Formation  

 11:00am  Worship 

 

June 21                   Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

 8:30am   Worship 

 9:45am             Faith Formation  

 11:00am  Worship 

 

June 28                   Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

 8:30am   Worship 

 9:45am            Congregation  

    Listening Session 

 11:00am  Worship 

Updated Contact Information 
If you or anyone in your household has new contact information, please let Danielle 

in the church office know. If you aren’t sure - better safe than sorry! Send Danielle 

your current address, email, and phone number and she will cross reference the 

information she has on file. Danielle Barker - admin@stmarkslutheran.net 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 North Liberty Street ∙ Asheville, North Carolina 28801 

(828) 253-0043 ∙ www.stmarkslutheran.net 
 

Our Vision 

Making disciples by loving Christ, growing in faith, serving all people  

Our Mission 

Transforming lives through God’s grace as an inclusive, intergenerational congregation  

through Worship, Outreach, Learning and Fellowship  

 

Temporary Office Hours 

Monday through Thursday: 8:30am to 2:30pm 

 

Ministers 

The People of God at St. Mark’s 

 

Staff 

Pastor: The Reverend Matt Smith 

pastormatt@stmarkslutheran.net 
 

Director of Discipleship and Faith Formation: Deacon Katie Rivers 

deaconkatie@stmarkslutheran.net 
 

Cantor: David Anderson 

cantordavid@stmarklutheran.net 
 

Parish Administrator: Danielle Barker 

admin@stmarkslutheran.net 
 

Facilities Manager: Steve Henry 

facilities@stmarkslutheran.net 
 

Pastor of Caring Ministries: The Reverend Linda McHenry 

pastorlinda@stmarkslutheran.net 


