Vision 2027

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
ASHEVILLE, NC Love » Grow - Serve

Nurture a Culture of Outreach and Service to the Community

DEEPEN ST. MARK'S TIES WITH EXISTING PARTNERS, INCLUDING

e Asheville Buncombe Community Christian Ministry (ABCCM)
e Living Waters, Cherokee

e Homeward Bound

e Lutheran Services Carolinas

e Christine Avery Learning Center

e Habitat for Humanity

ENCOURAGE AND ENGAGE THE ST. MARK'S COMMUNITY
TO LIVE OUT THEIR BAPTISMAL CALLING TO SERVE.

e Inviting new and existing members to serve through partner
organizations and become involved in their missions

Grow the Impact of our Ministry

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS TO ALL PEOPLE

e "Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the
whole creation..." Mark 16:15

INVITE AND EMPOWER MORE PEOPLE TO LIVE OUT THEIR
BAPTISMAL CALLING THROUGH WORSHIP, OUTREACH,
LEARNING, AND FELLOWSHIP

e Focus on sharing good news with people who aren't here yet



Intentional Welcome to Diverse People

BECOME A “RECONCILING IN CHRIST” (RIC) CONGREGATION

e The RIC Program is a public way for faith communities to
welcome, see, name, celebrate, and advocate for people of
all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender
expressions in the Lutheran church

RENEW FOCUS ON RACIAL HEALING

e Increase relationship opportunities with WNC Baptist and
Living Waters congregation

e As a congregation grow our understanding of racism and
its impacts

Strengthen Foundations, Prepare for God’s call

LOWER OR ELIMINATE CONGREGATIONAL DEBT TO FREE
UP FINANCIAL RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY

e In 2023 we spent just under $60,000 on regular debt
payments. How might we use those funds for ministry if we
could eliminate the debt? What would it mean to our
ability to respond to opportunity if we had no debts?

EXPAND THE CONGREGATION'S AWARENESS OF
THE ST. MARK’S ENDOWMENT FUND

e Naming St. Mark's as an account beneficiary or in a
planned estate gift offers tremendous opportunity to
support the mission of the congregation for years to come
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