The Nativity of Our Lord

Virgin and Child
Jesus Mafa is a response to the New Testament readings from the Lectionary by a Christian community in Cameroon,
Africa. Each of the readings was selected and adapted to dramatic interpretation by the community members.
Photographs of their interpretations were made, and these were then transcribed to paintings.
From Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl? RC=48380
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Gathering Hymn
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and tri - um - phant! O

2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex -ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;

born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;

sing, all  ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!

Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:

Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!

Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the... high - est:

Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.

O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!
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Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802—1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade

“O Come All Ye Faithful”



Invocation and Lighting of the Advent Wreath
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
Amen.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only son from God the Father.
To us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
In him was life, and the life was the light of all the people.

Greeting and Prayer of the Day
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the one true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the
brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

First Reading Isaiah 9: 2-7
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, ‘l

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.




Second Reading Titus 2: 11-14
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety
and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly,
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior,
Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify
for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Candle Lighting Hymn “Silent Night”
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Stil - e Nacht, hei - li-ge  Nacht! Al - les  schldft,
1 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! All is  calm,
2 Si - lent night, ho - 1ly night! Shep - herds quake
3 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! Son of  God,
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ein - sam wacht nur das trau - te, hoch - hei - li - ge Paar.
all is  bright round yon  vir - gin moth-er and child.
at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Hol - der Kna - be im lok - ki-gen Haar, schlaf in  himm - li- scher

Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav’'n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - lu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with the dawn of re- deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schlaf in himm - li - scher Rubh.
peace, sleep in heav - en-ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.
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Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885
Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, 1787-1863



Gospel Luke 2: 1-20

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to
be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.




Hymn of Praise

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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1 Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last-ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav’'n- born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun  of righ-teous-ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time  be-hold him come,  off-spring of a vir - gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with  an - gel - ic  hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”
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Silence for reflection follows the sermon



Hymn of the Day

“Angels We Have Heard on High”
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet -ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy -ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav’'n - ly song?
come, a-dore on bend -ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born king.
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Text: French carol; tr. H. . Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864

Music: GLORIA, French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958




Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Peace

Offering




Offertory Response

“0 Little Town of Bethlehem”
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1 O lit - tle town of Beth-le - hem, how still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - vy, and, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si1 - lent-ly, how si-lent-ly the won -drous gift is  giv'n!
4 0O ho - ly child of Beth-le - hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor -tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter 1in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last- ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad td - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!
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Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908



Thanksgiving for the Word
Holy God, everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, wonderful Counselor,
at the birth of time your Word brought light into the world,
and throughout the ages, you proclaim newness of life.

For your wondrous Word, we thank you, O God.
We thank you, O God.

In the fullness of time, your Word became flesh,

to shine in our world’s darkness, to speak peace to all peoples,
and to welcome us as members of your family.

For your loving Word, we adore you, O God.

We adore you, O God.

Grant us now the gift of your Spirit, that held, nourished, and protected by your Word,

we may live as your children, bearing your goodness throughout the world.
For your powerful Word, we praise you, O God.
We praise you, O God.

All glory to you, holy God, now and forever. Amen.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
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Gathered into one by the Ho-ly Spir - it, let us prayas Je-sus taught us.
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Our Fa-ther in heav - en, hal - lowed be your name,
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your king-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heav - en.
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Giveus to-day our dai - ly bread. For - give us our sins as we
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and de -liv-er us from e - vil For the king-dom, the pow'r,
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and the glo-ry are yours,

now and
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for-ev - er



Blessing

Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and for ever.

Amen.
Sending Hymn “Joy to the World”
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I Joy to the world, the Lord 1s come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns!  Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the
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ceive her king; let ev - 'ry heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest  the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav’'nand na - ture sing, and heav'nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
-F' - - 4 4 4D- ’L
T N — - Y — ud g—e @ o=
1 4 — ey
and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and
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sing, and heav’'n, and heav’n and na - ture  sing.
joy, re - peat, Te - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.
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heav’'n and na - ture

sing,

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



Announcements and Dismissal

As heralds of God’s peace, go forth in joy to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Poinsettias are given to the glory of God and:
In memory of Barb Clark, by Ken Clark
In memory of Aaron Hirsch, by Ken Clark
In honor of Jesus’ birth, by Henry and Barbara Ulrichs
In memory of David Stover, by James Aydelotte & Susan Denne
In memory of Margaret Aydelotte, by James Aydelotte & Susan Denne
In memory of Vic & Teresa Allwein and Homer & Erma Dice, by Vic & Mary Anne Allwein
In honor of all of St. Mark's members, all they do, and who they are, by the church staff

The church office will be closed until January 4, 2021.

Please join us for our Christmas Pageant during worship
on December 27 at 10:00 on Facebook.

Merry Christmas!




