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Welcome and Worship Announcements

Invocation
Blessed be God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure
and whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness
Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God,

we confess that we are held captive by sin.

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger;
we have not loved our neighbor;

we have not been Christ to one another.

Restore us, O God.

Wake us up and turn us from our sin.

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.

People of God, hear this glad news:

by God’s endless grace

your sins are forgiven, and you are free—

free from all that holds you back

and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.

May you be strengthened in God’s love,

+ comforted by Christ’s peace,

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




Gathering Hymn
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“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” stanzas 1-4
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1 O come, O come, Em - man - u - el and ran-som cap - tive
2 O come, O Wis-dom from on high, em - brac -ing  all things
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on
4 O come, O Branch of Jes - se, free your own from Sa - tan’s
i Y, |
@ I _— = |
) 5 7 —— )
y e & P — —
Is - ra - el, thatmoums in lone - ly ex - ile here
far and nigh: in strengthand beau -ty  come and stay;
Si - nai’sheight in an-cient imes you gave the law
tyr - an - ny; fromdepths of hell your peo - ple save,
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un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
teach us your will and guide our way. Re-joice! Re-joice!
in cloud, and maj - es - ty, and awe.
and give them vic - try o’er the grave.
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Em - man - u-el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Kyrie Eleison “Lord, Have Mercy”
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Lovrd, . . . have mer - cy:
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Chri - ste e - le - 1-son Christ, have mer - cy.
Christ, . . .. have mer - cy:
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Ky-1mn-¢e¢e e - le - 1-son Lord, have mer - cy.
Lord, . . . . have mer - cy:

Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that
would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Advent Wreath Lighting
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.
In your Son, Emmanuel,
you have shown us your light
and saved us from the power of sin.
Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath.
Increase our longing for your presence,
that at the celebration of your Son’s birth
his Spirit might dwell anew in our midst,
for he is our light and our salvation.
Blessed be God forever.
Amen.
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Magnificat paraphrase “My Soul Proclaims”
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1 My  soul pro-claims your great-ness, Lord; | sing my Sav - ior’s praise!
2 To all who live in ho - 1ly fear your mer-cy ev - er flows.
3 To Is - ta - el, your ser - vant blest, your help is ev - er sure;
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You looked up - on my low - 1i - ness, and I am full of grace.
With might-y arm you dash the proud, their schem-ing hearts ex - pose.
the  prom-ise to our par-ents made their chil - dren will se - cure.
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Now ev-'ry land and ev - 'ry age this bless-ing shall pro - claim—
The ruth-less you have cast a -side, the low -1y throned in - stead;
Sing glo-ry to the Ho - ly One, give hon-or to the  Word,
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great won-ders you have done for me, and ho -1ly is your name.
the hun - gry filled with all good things,the rich sent off un - fed.
and praise the Pow'r of the Most High, one God, by all a - dored.
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Text: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat

Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 18721958

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Outside USA: Arr. from The Englislt Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved.



First Reading 2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around
him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God
stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.”

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the
Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up
the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle.
Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal
leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me

a house of cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts:

I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been
with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a
great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel
and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall
afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will
give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a
house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be
established forever.

Second Reading Romans 16: 25-27
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and
through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal
God, to bring about the obedience of faith—to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the
glory forever! Amen.

Gospel Acclamation “Return to the Lord”
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, re - turn to the Lord, your
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Gospel Luke 1: 26-38

The Holy Gospel according to
Glory to you, O Lord.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel
said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth
in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.

For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be
with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Silence for reflection follows the sermon
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Hymn of the Day

“The Angel Gabriel”
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1 The an - gel Ga - bn - el from heav - en came,
2 “For know a bless - ed moth - er thou shalt be,
3 Then gen - tle Mar - y meek - ly bowed her head;
4 Of her, Em-man - u - el, the Christ, was born
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with  wings as drift - ed snow, with eyes as flame:
all gen - er - a - tions laud and hon - or thee;
“To me be as it pleas - eth  God,)” she said.
in Beth - le-hem all on a Christ - mas morn,
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“All  hall to thee, O low - ly maid - en Mar - Y,
thy son shall be Em - man - u - el, by seers fore - told,
“My soul shall laud and mag - m - fy God’s ho - ly name.”
and Chris-tian folk through-out the world will ev - er say:
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most high-ly fa-vored la - dy”
most high -1y fa-vored la - dy” Glo 3 - al
Most high -ly fa-vored la - dy,
“Most high -ly fa-vored la - dy”

Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924
Music: GABRIEL’S MESSAGE, Basque carol



Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Peace
Offering

Thanksgiving for the Word
Holy God,
the Beginning and the Ending, our Hope as we wait, we praise you for joining us to your people of old.
We bless you for your prophets who call us to righteousness and promise a new earth with peace for all.

For the Word of your covenant, we thank you, O God.
We thank you, O God.

We praise you for the coming of Jesus our Lord, who lifts up the lowly, heals the suffering world,
and proclaims your way of mercy and truth. For your Word who is Christ, we magnify you, O God.
We magnify you, O God.

Send your Spirit on all who receive your Word. Nurture our faith with your grace,
accompany us with your might, and empower our zeal for your justice and joy.
For your Word through the church, we praise you, O God.

We praise you, O God.

All praise to you, holy God, today, tomorrow, and forever.
Amen.



Lord’s Prayer
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Gathered into one by the Ho-ly Spir - it, let us pray as Je-sus taught us.
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your king-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heav - en.
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Giveus to-day our dai - ly bread. For - give us our sins as we
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for-give those who sin a-gainst us. Saveus fromthe time of tri - al
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and de -liv-er us from ¢ - vil For the king-dom, the pow'r,
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and the glo-ry are yours, now and for-ev - er A - men.

Blessing

Almighty God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and for ever.
Amen.



Sending Hymn

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” stanzas 5-8
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I O come, O come, Em - man - u - el and ran-som cap - tive
2 O come, O Wis-dom from on high, em - brac -ing all things
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on
4 O come, O Branch of Jes - se, free your own from Sa - tan’s
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Is - ra - el, thatmourmns in  lone - ly  ex - ile here
far and nigh:  in strengthand beau -ty  come and stay;
Si - na'sheight iIn an-cilent imes you gave the law
tyr - an - ny; fromdepths of hell your peo ple save,
9 I Refrain
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un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
teach us your will and guide our way. Re-joice! Re-joice!
in cloud, and maj - es - ty, and awe.
and give them vic -try o'er the grave.
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Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is ra - el.

5 O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain

8 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Announcements and Dismissal
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.



