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Welcome and Worship Announcements

Invocation

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God,

Jesus Christ was given to die for us,

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.

As a called and ordained minister

of the church of Christ, and by his authority,

I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,

in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




Opening Hymn

“A Mighty Fortress”
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship

Music: EIN FESTE BURG,

Martin Luther

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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1A might - y for - tress 1s our God, a sword and shield vic -
2 No strength of  ours can match his might! We would be lost, re -
3 Thoughhordes of dev-ils fill the land all threat-'ning to de -
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wins sal - va - tion  glo - rious. The old sa - tan -ic foe
God him -self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not 0 - ver - poOow’r  us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons of the Spir - it Were they to  take our house,
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has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is  he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
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they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev -  er!
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and peace. Where it is corrupt,
purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it; where it is right, strengthen
it; where it is in need, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Psalm 46 Sung by all
'God is our re- | fuge and strength,
a very present | help in trouble.
*Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths | of the sea;
>Though its waters | rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble | at its tumult.
*The Lorbp of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.
>There is a river whose streams make glad the ci- | ty of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
®God is in the midst of her; she shall not be | overthrown,;
God shall help her at the | break of day.
"The nations make much ado, and the king- | doms are shaken;
God has spoken, and the earth shall | melt away.
The Lorb of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.
’Come now and look upon the works | of the LORD,
what awesome things he has | done on earth.
11t is he who makes war to cease in | all the world;
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire.
""Be still, then, and know that | I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth."
">The Lorp of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.

First Reading Jeremiah 31: 31-34
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,
says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the
Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they
shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,”
for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more.



Second Reading Romans 3: 19-28
Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth
may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For “no human being will be
justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the
prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as

a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by
his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance
he had passed over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of
faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

Gospel Acclamation
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - Tu - ia.
Gospel John 8: 31-36
The Holy Gospel according to
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples;
and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They answered him, “We are descendants
of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made
free’?” Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave
does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes
you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Silence for reflection follows the sermon



Hymn of the Day

“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast”
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
Peace
Offering

Thanksgiving for the Word
We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word,
for calling creation into being,
declaring forgiveness from the cross,
and delivering the spirit of rebirth.
We praise you, O God, for your Word:
we praise you, O God, for your Word.

Your word is a lamp lighting our path,

a mirror reflecting our selves,

a shield providing us refuge,

a fire burning for justice and truth.

Your word is sweeter than honey:

it nourishes our bodies like milk,

it sustains your people like bread.

We receive your promises, more treasured than gold.
We bless you, O God, for your Word:

we bless you, O God, for your Word.

Open our ears to your prophets, apostles, and saints,
and to all the cries of the needy.

Breathe into your church the mighty Spirit of Christ,
that heeding your voice of beauty and power

we are strengthened to serve wherever we are called.

To you, Father, Son, and Spirit — the Source, Word, and Breath --
we offer our thanks for your life-giving Word:
we offer our thanks for your life-giving Word. Amen.

Gen. 1:3
Luke 23:34
John 3:5

Ps. 119:105
James 1:23
Prov. 30:5
Jer. 23:29
Ps. 119:103
1 Pet. 2:2
Maztt. 14:20
Ps. 19:10

Eph. 2:19-20
James 5:4
John 20:22
Ps. 29:9

Rom. 16:25-26



Lord’s Prayer
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Blessing

Almighty God, Father, & Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and for ever.
Amen.



Sending Hymn

“Rise, O Church”
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2 Rise, trans - formed, and choose to fol - low
3 Rise, re mem - ber well the fu - ture
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0 4
b A . . I
51— I I I I -
\j’ = o L o L ©
from this meal of love and grace;
af ter Christ, though wound - ed, whole;
God has called us to re - ceive;
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to re - lease and to con - sole.
Spir it - ed then let us live.
from this day and un - to death.
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Al le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia
Al le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia;
Al le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia
Al le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia.
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God, the won - der of our days.
Christ, our pres - ent, past, and goal.
Spir it, grace by whom we live.
Rise, O church, a liv - ing faith.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953
Music: SURGE ECCLESIA, Timothy J. Strand, b, 1958
Text © 1997 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Announcements and Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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As you consider your giving to the church next year, please consider how
you can grow in your own generosity.

An 1dea for someone whose income has gone down in the last year:
Everyone can grow in generosity, even if that means the overall dollars giv-
en decreases. Perhaps, if before your income decreased you were giving
away 2% of your income, now with income being less, can you find a way to
grow the percentage of giving to 3 or 4%. There are people in our congrega-
tion who will need to decrease the total dollars given because of loss of
work or other reasons.

Other ideas:

Systematic giving leads to generosity: For most people, we can grow signifi-
cantly in our giving just by making our gift on a regular basis. Sign up for
automatic giving or just add an amount each week or month. Growing giv-
ing by $1 per day equates to significant growth over the course of the year.
An extra gift or two during the year: During the crisis, a story was shared
in a stewardship workshop about someone who said, “I'm not sure what the
future holds for me, but for now I am doing okay, so I will double my giving
in the month of April”. Well, what if we decided to double our giving one
month or even two months next year?

Grow by a percentage each year: For some, the idea of a tithe is unachieva-
ble in a single year, but something people would like to reach someday. By
growing giving by a percentage each year, it is achievable over the long-
term. If you currently give away 2% of income, perhaps you can reach 3%
next year and 4% the year after. This takes discipline, but over the long-
term 1is effective for some.

You may have your own ideas for growing in generosity. As a church fami-

ly, as we each grow in our generosity, it will have a tremendous overall im-
pact.
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Have Faith and Assume Sufficiency |
Not Scarcity ‘

Many fear they will not have enough to
live on. This is called The Scarcity
Assumption. It is human and natural
but it is not Christian.

Our faith teaches us that God will
provide sufficiently for all our needs if
we but trust in God’s promises. And
this is so even when we give away the
largest portion or amount that we have
ever given!

So, we must have faith that a good and gracious God will continue to
provide for us in the future as God has in the past. And as God has
promised to do!

We are to trust God as did Abraham of old and so many others throughout
the pages of the Bible. These examples were written for our instruction and
for our assurance. We must learn to give in faith with the assumption of
sufficiency, not scarcity. God will provide, for God cares for us.



