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Today the church remembers the life and witness of Mary Magdalene. Mary was one of the only followers  
of Jesus to stay with him through his crucifixion, and was the first witness of his resurrection. For this she  
is remembered as the “apostle to the apostles.” As the Lutheran church celebrates the 50th anniversary of 
womens’ ordination, we give thanks for the witness of Mary Magdalene and all women who have born witness 
to the resurrection through the ages.  
 
Vespers is one of the nine daily prayer services observed by monastic communities in various forms since the 
early days of Christianity. Our evening prayer liturgies, both Holden and the ELW settings, are derived from 
these services. Today we are using a version of vespers mostly drawn from the Liber Usualis, a 12th century 
book of Gregorian chant compiled by the monks of the Abbey of Solesmes, France. While some of the music 
may be unfamiliar, we hope you will find peace and beauty in this “plain” chant.  
 

Verse and Response 

 

 

 

 

 



Phos Hilaron                  “Joyous Light” 



Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm  73: 23-29 

       Antiphon (sung by all):  

 23Yet I am always with you;  
      you hold me by my right hand. 
 24You will guide me by your counsel,  
      and afterwards receive me with glory. 
 25Whom have I in heaven but you?  
      and having you I desire nothing upon earth. 
 26Though my flesh and my heart should waste away,  
      God is the strength of my heart and my portion for ever.   
 27Truly, those who forsake you will perish;  
      you destroy all who are unfaithful.  
 28But it is good for me to be near God;  
      I have made the Lord God my refuge.  
 29I will speak of all your works  
      in the gates of the city of Zion. 

 

First Reading           John 20: 11-18 

 Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two 
 angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.  
 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord,  
 and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
 standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? 
 Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried 
 him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She 
 turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold  
 on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am  
 ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” Mary Magdalene went and announced 
 to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Second Reading    From a homily on the Gospels by Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome 

 
 She longed for Christ, though she thought he had been taken away 
 
 When Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and did not find the Lord’s body, she thought it had been taken 
 away and so informed the disciples. After they came and saw the tomb, they too believed what Mary had 
 told them. The text then says: "The disciples went back home," and it adds: "but Mary wept and remained 
 standing outside the tomb." 
 We should reflect on Mary’s attitude and the great love she felt for Christ; for though the disciples had left 
 the tomb, she remained. She was still seeking the one she had not found, and while she sought she wept; 
 burning with the fire of love, she longed for him who she thought had been taken away. And so it happened 
 that the woman who stayed behind to seek Christ was the only one to see him. For perseverance is essential 
 to any good deed, as the voice of truth tells us: "Whoever perseveres to the end will be saved." 
 At first she sought but did not find, but when she persevered it happened that she found what she was  
 looking for. When our desires are not satisfied, they grow stronger, and becoming stronger they take hold  
 of their object. Holy desires likewise grow with anticipation, and if they do not grow they are not really  
 desires. Anyone who succeeds in attaining the truth has burned with such a great love. As David says: "My 
 soul has thirsted for the living God; when shall I come and appear before the face of God?" And so also in 
 the Song of Songs the Church says: "I was wounded by love;" and again: "My soul is melted with love." 
 "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom do you seek?" She is asked why she is sorrowing so that her  
 desire might be strengthened; for when she mentions whom she is seeking, her love is kindled all the  
 more ardently. 
 "Jesus says to her: Mary." Jesus is not recognised when he calls her “woman”; so he calls her by name, as 
 though he were saying: Recognise me as I recognise you; for I do not know you as I know others; I know 
 you as yourself. And so Mary, once addressed by name, recognises who is speaking. She immediately calls 
 him "rabboni," that is to say, "teacher," because the one whom she sought outwardly was the one who  
 inwardly taught her to keep on searching. 
 
Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn            “Father of Lights” 

Text: Saint Robert Bellarmine (1542-1621); translated Edward Caswall (1814-1878) 
Tune: Plainchant mode III 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Magnificat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
 Lord have mercy.  
 
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all,  
 let us pray to the Lord.  
 Lord have mercy.  
  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
 Lord have mercy.  
 
 For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share, and for peaceful times,  
 let us pray to the Lord.  
 Lord have mercy.  
 
 For public servants, the government, and those who protects us; for those who work to bring peace, justice, 
 healing, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord have mercy.  
 
 For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering, and for those who are in captivity,  
 let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord have mercy.  
 
 For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord.  
 Lord have mercy.  
 
 For all servants of the church, for this assembly, and for all people who await from the Lord great  
 and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord have mercy.  
 
 
 



 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
 
 A time of silence follows.  
 
 Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of Mary  
 Magdalene, the blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and  
 our whole life to you,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


